
Habersham Youth Baseball and Softball Rules 
 

8U Coach Pitch Softball 
 
With the exception of the local rules that are in italics below, HYBS will follow the rules 
and guidelines that are printed in the GRPA Athletic Manual. The following list of those 
rules may not be all inclusive. Please refer to the official GRPA for a full list of all of the 
official rules. All local amendments to the official GRPA rules are in italics. 
 

● General Game Guidelines 
○ A regulation game will consist of six innings or 80 minutes, whichever comes first. 

A new inning may not begin after 80 minutes. The home plate umpire will notify 
coaches of the official start and end times at the beginning of each game. 

○ Games that are tied after 80 minutes of play will end in a tie. 
○ All players on the roster are placed in the batting order. (Continuous batting 

order) 
○ Dugout personnel shall consist only of players, a manager, and two coaches. 

One additional team parent/coach is allowed in the dugout for rookie league. 
○ No player shall sit out defensively more than one consecutive inning. 
○ No game or practices shall be played if the air temperature is 40 degrees or 

below. 
○ The following run rule will be used: 15 runs after 3 innings; 10 runs after 4 innings 
○ Games will start on time regardless of player count. Players that arrive late will be 

placed at the end of the batting order. There will be no forfeits. 
 

● Offense 
○ A courtesy runner may be used for the catcher. Using a courtesy runner is 

optional, but it speeds up the game when there are two outs. If a courtesy runner 
is used, it must be the player who made the last out. 

○ Each hitter receives 5 pitches or 3 swinging strikes unless the ball is fouled on 
the fifth pitch or third swinging strike. 

○ Hitters may not walk. 
○ Runners must slide to avoid a tag and may not run into defensive players. 
○ Stealing is not allowed. 
○ Bunting is not allowed. 

 
● Defense 

○ The player in the pitcher position must wear a face mask. Other defensive 
players may wear a face mask but it is not required. 

○ Four outfielders may be used. 
○ Infielders may not stand in front of a line between the coach pitcher and the 

batter. Outfielders must remain in the grass until the ball has been hit. 
○ The defensive player who is listed as a pitcher will stay in the (10) ten foot circle 

until the ball is hit. The pitcher may have (1) one foot outside of the circle. 
○ If a player is injured by being hit with a batted or thrown ball, time out will be 

called immediately. Bases will be awarded and outs will be called at the umpire’s 
discretion based on each individual situation. 
 
 
 



Habersham Youth Baseball and Softball Rules 
 

● Equipment 
○ Players may only use rubber molded cleats. Steel spikes are prohibited. 
○ The league will only use official USA baseball bats with the USA baseball logo 
○ Offensive facemasks are optional 

 
  



Habersham Youth Baseball and Softball Rules 
 

10U Player Pitch Softball 
 
With the exception of the local rules that are in italics below, HYBS will follow the rules 
and guidelines that are printed in the GRPA Athletic Manual. The following list of those 
rules may not be all inclusive. Please refer to the official GRPA for a full list of all of the 
official rules. All local amendments to the official GRPA rules are in italics. 
 

● General Game Guidelines 
○ A regulation game will consist of six innings or 80 minutes, whichever comes first. 

A new inning may not begin after 80 minutes. The home plate umpire will notify 
coaches of the official start and end times at the beginning of each game. 

○ Games that are tied after 80 minutes of play will end in a tie. 
○ All players on the roster are placed in the batting order. (Continuous batting 

order) 
○ Dugout personnel shall consist only of players, a manager, and two coaches.  
○ No player shall sit out defensively more than one consecutive inning. 
○ No game or practices shall be played if the air temperature is 40 degrees or 

below. 
○ The following run rule will be used: 15 runs after 3 innings; 10 runs after 4 

innings. 
 

● Offense 
○ A courtesy runner may be used for the catcher. Using a courtesy runner is 

optional, but it speeds up the game when there are two outs. If a courtesy runner 
is used, it must be the player who made the last out. 

○ Runners must slide to avoid a tag and may not run into defensive players. 
○ Stealing is allowed per USA softball guidelines 
○ Bunting is allowed. 

 
● Defense 

○ The player in the pitcher position must wear a face mask. Other defensive 
players may wear a face mask but it is not required. 

○ Nine defensive positions will be used.. 
○ The infield fly rule is in effect. A player who hits an infield fly that should be able 

to be caught with a reasonable amount of effort while runners are on first and 
second or first, second, and third will be called out. Runners may advance at their 
own risk. Line drives and bunted balls are not considered infield fly balls. 
 

● Equipment 
○ Players may only use rubber molded cleats. Steel spikes are prohibited. 
○ The league will only use official USA baseball bats with the USA baseball logo 
○ Offensive facemasks are optional  



Habersham Youth Baseball and Softball Rules 
 

12U Softball 
 
With the exception of the local rules that are in italics below, HYBS will follow the rules 
and guidelines that are printed in the GRPA Athletic Manual. The following list of those 
rules may not be all inclusive. Please refer to the official GRPA for a full list of all of the 
official rules. All local amendments to the official GRPA rules are in italics. 
 

● General Game Guidelines 
○ A regulation game will consist of six innings or 90 minutes, whichever comes first. 

A new inning may not begin after 90 minutes. The home plate umpire will notify 
coaches of the official start and end times at the beginning of each game. 

○ Games that are tied after the official game time has ended will use the 
international tie breaker to break the tie. 

○ All players on the roster are placed in the batting order. (Continuous batting 
order) 

○ Dugout personnel shall consist only of players, a manager, and two coaches.  
○ No player shall sit out defensively more than one consecutive inning. 
○ No game or practices shall be played if the air temperature is 40 degrees or 

below. 
○ The following run rule will be used: 15 runs after 3 innings; 10 runs after 4 

innings. 
 

● Offense 
○ A courtesy runner may be used for the catcher. Using a courtesy runner is 

optional, but it speeds up the game when there are two outs. If a courtesy runner 
is used, it must be the player who made the last out. 

○ Runners must slide to avoid a tag and may not run into defensive players. 
○ Stealing is allowed per USA softball guidelines 
○ Bunting is allowed. 

 
● Defense 

○ The player in the pitcher position must wear a face mask. Other defensive 
players may wear a face mask but it is not required. 

○ Nine defensive positions will be used. 
○ The infield fly rule is in effect. A player who hits an infield fly that should be able 

to be caught with a reasonable amount of effort while runners are on first and 
second or first, second, and third will be called out. Runners may advance at their 
own risk. Line drives and bunted balls are not considered infield fly balls. 
 

● Equipment 
○ Players may only use rubber molded cleats. Steel spikes are prohibited. 
○ The league will only use official USA baseball bats with the USA baseball logo 
○ Offensive facemasks are optional 


